Holy Week Cruciform Poems
March 29 – April 4

Cruciform: denoting the shape of a cross






Holy Week Schedule
Holy Wednesday Communion, April 1, 2 P.M. at Galloway Ridge
Maundy Thursday, April 2, dinner & worship, 6 P.M. in Hall for All
Good Friday, April 3, 7 P.M.
Easter Sunrise, April 5, 7 A.M. in the Pavillon
Easter Worship, April 5, 10 A.M.


Ashes
for Palm Sunday

—Psalm 118:29

After Hosannas,
palms are burned
& the ashes saved
for the start of Lent
next year. We assume that each one
of us will be present then to receive the 
sign of the cross on our foreheads,
but the truth is no
one is promised
today or tomorrow.
Palms are burned
so the cycle will
continue with or
without us, which,
as I think of it, is
a lasting comfort.


Tabling
for Holy Monday

—Matthew 21:12–13 

God is love, all
kinds & types:
tender, faithful,
gracious & angry.
Love does not stand idly by,
tabling action for a later time while 
abuse occurs & people get hurt.
The prophets,
Isaiah & Jeremiah,
would’ve understood
overturning tables
as the same Love
willing to carry a
cross to stop the 
madness we’ve
wrought upon 
one another.






Down Under
for Holy Tuesday

I take it 
for granted
that Holy Week
occurs in spring.
But then I consider
Easter in Southern
Hemisphere, where
the Lord is risen in
autumn, & nature
outside is actively dying.
I can’t say for certain what it’s like,
having never experienced Australia.
But I know red & golden leaves
are brilliant & glorious;
though dying, they
can also renew
my spirit. 

—John 12:24



Pounding
for Holy Wednesday

—John 12:3

Mary anointed
the feet of Jesus
with a pound of
costly perfume, whose
fragrance filled the room. My first 
church gave a “pounding” for us the day
we moved into the manse to serve—
a pound of flour,
pound of sugar,
many pounds of
baked goods.
How does one
measure love?
Lavish
abundance.


Underfoot
for Maundy Thursday

—John 13:3–5

This phrase
means the ground
beneath but is often
used pejoratively as
“in the way” or being a nuisance,
particularly in criticism of children.
But Jesus welcomed them
& commanded us 
not to hinder the
young ones, which 
means, in seeking 
to serve as He 
served & love
as He loved, 
we might get 
over 
ourselves.


Question
for Good Friday

—Mark 15:34

This old
brutal world
continues killing
innocents in public,
only now we the people
have even more ways to distract us
& amuse our attentions as death
happens in our midst.
We might notice
the news blurb
scrolling across
our screens.
Eloi, Eloi!
Why have 
we forsaken
Thee?


R.I.P.
for Holy Saturday

—Matthew 28:20

“Rest in power,”
Black Christians say,
rather than in peace,
meaning there’s still work 
to do on behalf of justice & equality.
Everyone blessed with gift of life
can continue the fight,
right the wrong &
make good trouble,
as long as the fire 
is in our bones. 
He said, “I am 
with you always.”
Rest in power:
revolutionary
eulogy.
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