
Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian Church

Dear Members and Friends,

Due to inclement weather conditions, worship service and all
activities for December 9 are cancelled.

Stay safe and warm.

Peace,
Nana Morelli
Office Manager

_____________________________________________________________

From Andrew:

John 3:7-14

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."

10 And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" 11 In reply he said to
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them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise." 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized,
and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" 13 He said to them, "Collect
no more than the amount prescribed for you." 14 Soldiers also asked him, "And
we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,[d] 16  John answered
all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with[e] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people

The Word of the Lord; thanks be to God.

Thursday morning, I was having breakfast with the Behr family at Breakaway
Café (my second office). In light of the wintry weather, we decided to postpone
the baptism of their youngest daughter, Poppy. This one-year-old was sitting
happily in a high chair enjoying blueberries; then she reached over and sampled
an olive from her mom's Greek omelet ... you should have seen her stink face!
Nothing like the taste of salt when you are expecting sweet!

On the Second Sunday in Advent, we light the Advent Candle of Peace. The
scripture, however, seems nothing like assuring words of peace: You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

That's John the Baptist, red-faced from yelling out there in the muddy Jordan,
eyes all wild, flecks of spit dotting his unruly beard. Why the "brood of vipers"
and hellfire and brimstones? John is calling for repentance, which is a word that
relates to faith as a journey, for "to repent" means to turn around and get back on
the right road heading in the right direction. Certainly, we are always in need of
repentance, Christmas season or not.

Yet we should be clear, especially as we continue to baptize children in our
congregation, Christian baptism is not the same as John's. John claimed the
difference himself: I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I
is coming (Luke 3:16). John called for individual repentance. Jesus saves. That's
the true power we claim in this sacrament: divine power of life over death.

On the other hand, once he calmed down a little, old John offered simple spiritual
direction we should take to heart: if you have an extra coat, give it to someone in
need. Same with your food. Don't lie or cheat or steal. We would all do well to
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listen.

When I wasn't watching the weather, I was following coverage of our recently
deceased president. Did you know that his family had a special nickname for
him? Poppy!

The rest of America knew him as George H.W. Bush. Our President once called
for "a kinder, gentler America" and famously described volunteer organizations
as "a thousand points of light in a broad and peaceful sky." This may be a sweet-
sounding thing to say ... certainly sweeter than "a brood of vipers!" Yet the point
of repentance is that we need to put our words into action. At the President's
funeral, a maxim was repeated: Preach the Gospel at all times and, if necessary,
use words.

This year, we Christians are joining our Jewish sisters and brothers in lighting
candles. As we reflect on the ways that we as a society need to turn around and
get back on the right road, may we recall what the sweet baby boy grew up to
say:

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Let us pray:
Laboring God,
with axe and winnowing fork
you clear a holy space
where hurt and destruction have no place,
and a little child holds sway.
Clear our lives of hatred and despair,
sow seeds of joy and peace,
that shoots of hope may spring forth
and we may live in harmony
with one another. Amen.
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